
Before You Use the Computer

1. Have students decide on an historical 
character that they would like to research.  
This can be from a period of history that 
they are studying or from a period of 
history of their choice.  As an alternative 
decide on using a figure from literature.

2. Let students decide if they would like to 
tell the individuals entire life story or 
“interview” them about one or two events 
that they are most known for.

3. Make a list of questions that could be 
posed to this person.  If possible, show 
students a videotape of an actual reporter 
interviewing someone, read newspaper and
magazine articles together of interviews.   

4. Have students determine which questions 
would be appropriate for their type of 
interview (life story vs. specific event).
(30-40 minutes discussion time)

5. Allow students sufficient time to complete 
their research before they start to work on 
their presentation.  Remind them to stay on
track and look for answers to their 
questions.  However, like all good 
journalists, they should be alert to any 
possible hidden stories that will make the 
interview more interesting!  (Several hours

of research time, may need to be done out
of school.)

On the Computer

1. Once students have completed all of their
research, they may begin working in 
Amazing Animation.  They should use 
the project planner worksheet to organize
their 
questions, answers, and illustrations.
(1 hour planning time)

2. Students  should make a title page in 
their first frame.  This must include their 
historical figure’s name and their own 
name as well as an appropriate 
illustration.

3. Illustrations should always be appropriate
to the period of history that the figure is 
from. For instance, jet planes should not 
be used in an interview with Abraham 
Lincoln.
(3-4 hours total computer time spread 
over several periods) 

4. Scanned pictures may be especially 
helpful in this project.  Some appropriate 
pictures to use might be: pictures of the 
person, their birthplace, a picture of them
involved in the event they are most 
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Adapting This Project for All Ages

FOLLOWUP ACTIVITIES CURRICULUM EXTENSIONS

Younger children can interview a famous character from their literature.  They should think of 
questions which do not have obvious answers in the story.  For instance, they could explore the 
feelings that may have accompanied certain actions of the character.
Older students will be asked to use other sources (personal diaries, eye-witness accounts) for their 
interviews.  This will provide a different library experience.   As another option students may be 
interested in interviewing some community leader.  In this case they could use newspaper articles and 
video clips as part of their research.    

Invite a reporter from a local newspaper 
or television station to talk to the class 
about his experiences  doing interviews.  
Ask if some students could interview him 
and if he would interview a student. 

Students should present their interview 
movie to the class and be prepared to answer 
questions from the class about their 
character.  They should become the person 
and answer questions in a first person 
manner. 

One on One with ... AGES 

Materials
• Research materials such as 

history books or educational videos
• Project Planner worksheet
• Macintosh microphone
• Instruction sheets reproduced for 

students ages 9 and over
• Pictures to scan (optional)

Learning Outcomes
• Learns to formulate questions 

that will result in specific, pointed 
answers.

• Learns to research materials to 
obtain specific facts.

Curriculum Areas: Social Studies, Language Arts
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One on One will allow students 
to get acquainted with an 
historical figure, or a figure in the 
students’ literature.

They will use the interview 
process to make an animated 
presentation which brings the 
person’s story to life. 

Students will work in pairs to 
make the interview process 
more realistic.

“Great twist to the report on an historical figure”



CURRICULUM AREA: Social Studies, Language Arts.

One on One with...

Curriculum Areas: Social Studies, Language Arts

Making an Animated Presentation

1. Start your presentation by opening a New movie and making a title 
page.  This should have the name of your historical figure, your name, and 
an appropriate illustration.  If you do not feel inspired right now, simply 
write Title on this frame and come back to it later.

The Finished Product

1. Write a script for your movie.  Write down all the questions you, the 
interviewer, will ask.  Write a separate script for the historical figure.

2. Have your partner help you record the script on each part of your 
movie.  Use inflection in your voice to make the interview sound real.

3. You will have to add pauses to your frames so that both the questions 
and answers can be related to your illustrations.  
A. Choose Make A Sound from the Sounds selection.
B. Record the first question and your partner’s answer.
C. Make a note of how many seconds this reading takes.
D. Open Pauses under the Effects menu.
E. Choose the pause that is the same time as your reading PLUS one 

second.
(If it takes you 10 seconds to read the question and have it answered, 

choose an 11 second pause.)
F. Repeat this procedure for all of your frames.
G. Add other sound effects if you want.

4. Add Wipes (see Appendix 1 for more on this) to make your 
presentation really flashy!

5. Share your interview with your class.

3. Use animation in every section, if possible.  Try making a drawing of 
your historical figure and animating it yourself.  Save this as a stamp and 
use it throughout your presentation.

2. Make a section  of your movie for each question you ask (or one or 
two questions if they are related.)  Illustrate each one with backgrounds, 
stamps, and your own drawings. Use scanned pictures if they are 
available.

Interview  Directions

Researching Your Project

1. Write a list of questions for your historical figure.  These should be 
questions that you would be interested in knowing the answers to.

2. Look in the library at school and in your public library for books on 
your subject.  Do not depend on just one source and do not depend only on 
books.  There are CDs and video clips available which can be used for 
QuickTime movies. You are trying to make this character come to life, not 
just give dates and statistics.

3. Stay close to your original questions to give you direction, but do not 
be afraid to add or delete as you go along.  Some of your original questions 
might be too hard to find information on.  As you are doing research you 
might find something really interesting that you want to add to your 
presentation.

4. As you answer each question and do your research, try to picture 
what illustrations you might use for each section.  Make notes to help you 
remember.  

One on One with... will be made using one movie.  This movie will be made 
up of many frames illustrating all of the questions you “ask” your famous 
person. It is up to you how many frames you need to use for each question or 
section of your interview.  
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SAMPLE MINI-BOOK: FRENCH TOAST  
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